[The electron immunochemical detection of mycobacterial antigens in the granulomas of leprosy patients].
M.leprae antigens (Ag) in skin granuloma macrophages from 10 untreated patients with active lepromatous leprosy were studied with the use of electron microscopic immunochemical methods. Peroxidase-conjugated antirabbit antibodies to M.leprae and M.avium were used. M.leprae Ag were found to be located in mycobacterial microcapsules, as well as in collagen fibers of the derma and the connective tissue of blood vessels with the signs of damaged collagen. In the latter case fixed immune complexes producing a damaging action on collagen fibers were probably detected together with free M.leprae Ag. The use of immunocytochemical methods may be rather valuable in the diagnosis of the indeterminate and tuberculoid forms of leprosy.